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86 PIONEERS OF LOS ANGELB6 COUNTY 

JOHN W. MYERS. 

John W. Myers was born in Virginia. When he was a small boy 
his parents moved to Indiana, where he grew to manhood. He was 
educated in the common schools and completed his education in a 
collegiate institution at Madison, Wisconsin. He engaged in teach- 
ing. In January, 1864, he enlisted in the Seventeenth Indiana In- 
fantry. That regiment was what was known as mounted infantry ; 
that is, infantry acting as cavalry. The Seventeenth was part of 
Wilders' Lightning Brigade. It earned this name by the celerity of 
its movements. It frequently came down upon the enemy when he 
least expected it, and struck like a thunderbolt. It lost heavily in 
killed and wounded in its battles and skirmishes. Mr. Myers served 
to the end of the war. After he was mustered out he again re- 
sumed teaching. 

In the fall of 1873 he came to California. He arrived in Los 
Angeles, January i, 1874. He tried farming for a time at Rich- 
land, now Orange, Orange county. He was not successful, and 
drifted back to his old profession, teaching. He secured a school at 
Elizabeth Lake, a stage station in the northern part of the country 
on the borders of Mojave desert. His district was about as large 
as the State of Rhode Island, with a population of about one person 
to a township. 

He was instrumental in getting a postoffice established. He was 
also justice of the peace. After the completion of the railroad he 
moved to Newhall and taught the school there. His health failed 
and he sold his property at Elizabeth Lake and moved to Los An- 
geles, where he resided to his death, which occurred March 17, 1907. 

He was twice married. His first wife died in Indiana. He mar- 
ried his second wife, who survives him, while at Elizabeth Lake. 
He left one child, a daughter, the widow of Louis Lyons a deceased 
pioneer. 
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JESSE YARNELL. 

Though known to many, Jesse Yarnell, who died in this city Janu- 
ary 19, 1906, was best understood and most esteemed by those who 
had the privilege of close acquaintance. These appreciated his 
unswerving integrity. Wise and conscientious, he impartially con- 
sidered every problem of general iiiterest, and fearlessly stood for 
the right. In early environment, physique, character and conver- 
sation he was of the type so nobly portrayed in the great Lincoln. 
Yarnell was a product of the "Western Reserve," born Jan. 20, 



